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Bereavement Care Policy   

 

 

 

 Rationale:  

Many of the children in our care are likely to encounter the death of a pet, grandparent, other relative or family 

friend during their time in the School.  For a few the loss will be more immediate and traumatic, involving the 

loss of a parent, sibling or personal friend.   

 Purpose 

 To foster a caring attitude to those suffering a bereavement. 

 To encourage a consistent, yet flexible approach to the situation. 

 To inform all those concerned, including teaching staff, school management and parents of possible 

approaches. 

 Guidelines:  

These guidelines are particularly relevant and appropriate in cases where the loss concerned is of a close 

relative or friend but can, and should be adapted according to individual circumstances. 

 Children should be allowed time to grieve and know that tears are often an outward sign of that grief. 

 It should be made known that staff will find the time to listen and talk and will do their best to comfort 

when necessary. 

 Children should be aware that staff will try to help them to come to terms with their feelings. 

 A distressed child should be allowed time and access to materials in order that he/she may express 

their feelings in their own way. 
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 Within school a resource bank containing reference materials for staff, parents and pupils should be 

developed and maintained. 

 All staff and assistants involved in the care of a bereaved child should be aware of the situation. 

 The possible fears, insecurities and emotions of other children which may arise from the 

situation should be recognised and addressed sympathetically. 

 Religious, cultural and social backgrounds, as well as parental wishes, should be taken into account 

when considering appropriate responses. 

 Conclusion: 

A bereaved child, especially if the death concerned is that of a close relative, parent, sibling or friend, is likely 

to be feeling confused, anxious and insecure.  At school we should aim to provide a stable and supportive 

environment in which he/she is able to gradually come to terms with the loss.  It is recognised that this 

process is lengthy and support is likely to be required long term. 
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Protocol of Follow Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information about bereaved child and nature 
of bereavement to be disseminated to: 

Adult in immediate Contact with 
child – Class Teacher, LSA, 

Subject Teacher and Class Didi 

Department Coordinator   Head of School and Principal 

Pays condolences to the bereaved family. 
In case the loss is of a close relative or 

friend, the coordinator makes provisions for 
class educator and concerned staff 

members to attend the funeral / memorial 

ceremony  

Educator counsels the child and 
makes provisions in the 

immediate environment of the 
bereaved child to come to terms 

with the loss 

Consult parent / guardian or family 
member in charge of the bereaved 
child about the support they would 

expect from the school and inform all 
concerned people of the same 

Sensitises the peer group to the 

bereavement 

Closely monitors and counsels 
the child to come to terms with 
the situation to ensure physical, 

emotional, and mental well- 
being of the child Stay in touch with the family / 

guardian of the child 

Pays condolences to the bereaved 
family and may attend funeral / 

memorial service 

Stays in touch with the department 
Head to get update of the progress 

of child  

Closely monitor the progress of 
the child by staying in touch 
with the class teacher and 

counsel the child if required 

Keeps the Head of the School 
and the Principal updated of 
the child’s progress    

In case child continually shows 
signs of distress or displays 

some altered behaviour patterns 
the class teacher consults the 

coordinator 

The Coordinator in consultation 
with the Principal, refers the 

child to the counselling wing and 

informs the parent / guardian  

The child has regular counselling 
sessions with the appointed 

counsellor, record of which is 
maintained, and all concerned parties 

are updated of the child’s progress 

Head of the School / Principal may 
have direct interaction with the 

bereaved child 


